
 
In order to further protect the interest of the public health and well-being of our participants, spectators, and the                   
overall general public, The Southern Intercollegiate Filipino Alliance (SIFA) and Texas A&M Philippine Student              
Association (PhilSA) have made the unfortunate executive decision to cancel GoodPhil 2020.  
 
As of Wednesday, March 11, 2020, the Coronavirus (COVID-19) was declared a pandemic by the World Health                 
Organization (WHO). In the past two weeks, the Coronavirus cases outside of China have increased thirteen fold                 
with the amount of countries infected tripling. It is foreseen that the cases of those infected and dying from the                    
pandemic are not expected to dwindle down anytime soon. As a result of the pandemic status, The Centers for                   
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is planning to release a statement in the very near future limiting the capacity                   
for any type of congregation; many large events have already been canceled in attempt to prevent and control the                   
spread of COVID-19. To provide the breadth and severity of the situation at hand, in the past week alone some of                     
the largest events in Texas, including SXSW in Austin and the Houston Rodeo, have all been cancelled, the NBA                   
has suspended its regular season, NCAA games have been limited to just athletes, and many universities nationwide                 
are delaying school and quickly moving their classes online. Pandemic is not a word the World Health Organization                  
uses lightly, therefore the appropriate measures must be considered and taken into account.  
 
Texas A&M PhilSA and SIFA have been in constant contact with University authorities including Texas A&M                
University’s President Michael K. Young and Vice President for Student Affairs Daniel J. Pugh along with Brazos                 
County Health Department Officials. We have all decided that the cancellation of GoodPhil 2020— that is the                 
opening ceremony, sports, and afterparty— is best for the health of everyone across the state and country. By halting                   
the congregation of over an expected 5000 attendees across Texas, Oklahoma, California, and Illinois, we are able to                  
prevent the rapid spread of the already rampant pandemic to others that may come in contact with GoodPhil                  
spectators and attendees that may unknowingly contain the virus. 
 
This decision was extremely hard to make and was discussed thoroughly with multiple parties. Texas A&M PhilSA,                 
SIFA, and university officials all understand how important and highly anticipated this event is for everyone and                 
wish it would be able to continue this year. GoodPhil has been a fabric of the Filipino community since 1990.                    
Having to suddenly cancel the thirtieth anniversary is unbearably difficult as dancers, athletes, family members, and                
spectators look forward to this three-day celebration every year. Though, the safety and health of everyone must be                  
put a priority and moves to proceed with the event would be considered negligence thereon. As the Coronavirus                  
spreads, please be sure to keep up with the CDC and take proper precautions to reduce impact and minimize the                    
crisis. 
 
If you have any additional questions, comments, or concerns, please do not hesitate to send them to                 
sifa.exec@gmail.com or goodphil2020@gmail.com. For further clarification, please contact SIFA Co-Presidents          
John Catral and Ivan Pham, or the PhilSA Officer board directly. 
 
We appreciate all the hard work that has been put in by all the members, officers, and partners involved in                    
empowering our Filipino culture in the community. This year was especially important to FSA overall as we were                  
making stronger pushes to connect with larger Filipino initiatives which made this decision that much harder.                
However, even though GoodPhil 2020 has been cancelled, please continue to share your talents, build your                
communities, and create impacts so that we can continue to grow together as a pamilya.  
 
Thank you to everyone who has supported us, not just during or at the end of this difficult process, but from the very                       
beginning. Despite this poor unfurling of events, we still remain optimistic that all FSAs will come together under                  
one roof in celebration of the Filipino culture and community once again. Hindi tayo tapos. We are not done yet. 


